
   

         Summer 2019 

 

Editor’s Introduction 

Welcome to the Summer 2019 edition of your Flyer. A sad start to this Flyer with a tribute to 
Gaby Ferenczy written by Bob. Much to report on in this edition. A few weeks ago, I was 
wondering how I was going to produce a full Flyer. However, after appeals and arm-twisting 
there is the usual plentiful content. Thank you all. I am particularly indebted to the many 
contributors of photos of the Flying day, so much so that I am unable to include all received. 

I am further indebted to Jack Troughton of the Costa Blanca News for his kind permission to 
reprint his article on the Wellington Bomber crash. 
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AIR COMMODORE ‘GABY’ FERENCZY 

Air Commodore Gaby Ferenczy was a member of RAFA for so many 
years that it was a little difficult to back-track his records – he 
joined before RAFA records were entered onto the computer, 
which made things difficult. However, we managed to determine 
that Gaby joined RAFA sometime during 1985 as his membership 
records reflect his Life Membership subscription being from 1 
January 1985. Gaby was always a very active member of RAFA, 
joining the Belgium Branch whilst working within NATO. When the 
North Costa Blanca Branch was formed, Gaby transferred his 

membership to his local Branch here in Spain. In view of his exceptional Service record 
(you do not reach the exalted rank of Air Commodore without being exceptional – rank 



equivalents Commodore in Navy and Brigadier in the Army – the Americans would refer to 
him as a ‘One-Star General’) we soon recruited Gaby to the position of Branch President – 
a post which he filled with great enthusiasm and dedication. After 7 years Gaby stood 
down as President and the Branch unanimously elected him to the appointment of Branch 
Life Vice President - a position Gaby felt deeply honoured to accept. Gaby had a full and 
highly distinguished career in the Royal Air Force and continued to support the RAF after 
joining civilian life by working enthusiastically for the RAF Association. Here on the Costa 
Blanca, Gaby was held in tremendous esteem, respected and liked by all those he had 
contact with. His loyalty and guidance will be very sadly missed. Gaby was a truly 
remarkable person who gave his full support to whatever he turned his hand to. I was 
very lucky to have known him and to call him a friend. His illness deeply saddened all of us 
who knew him, but we are also strengthened by the knowledge that during his last year 
he packed in so much, shared with his new partner Barbara, who looked after Gaby so 
well in his final weeks, especially when his health seriously deteriorated. The deepest 
condolences of the RAF Association and the Royal Society of St George are expressed to 
Gaby’s family and to Barbara his partner. Gaby will be missed terribly. Heaven, in full 
meaning, has gained a new Star – A ‘One Star’. Per Ardua Ad Astra. 
 
Bob Hunt 
 

Chairman’s Report 
 
It is very sad that I must open this report with the news that Air Commodore Gaby Ferenczy, 
our Branch President for many years and, more recently, our Branch Life Vice President 
passed away on 10 July following a number of serious illnesses. Gaby will always be held in 
great affection for his loyalty and dedication to the NCBB. He had been a Life Member of the 
Association since 1985 and was previously a member of the Belgian Branch of the 
Association. He transferred his membership to the NCBB shortly after our formation and 
remained a strong supporter of our aims and traditions until his death.  
 
Many members of the Branch attended Gaby’s funeral where our Branch Standard and the 
RAF Ensign were on display – I was deeply honoured to have been asked to say a few words 
of respect regarding Gaby and his time with the RAF Association – this tribute is reproduced  
in this edition. The sincere condolences of the Branch were passed to Gaby’s family and to 
his partner, Barbara Priest. Gaby will be sorely missed. 
 
As always, the time since the last edition of the Flyer has passed so very quickly. Once more 
here I am in the sauna that passes for a spare bedroom that, in turn, passes for an office!!  
A great deal has happened since my last report, including the Area and Association’s Annual 
Conferences. You will be relieved to learn that I have no intention of regurgitating the vast 
reports that have been raised and circulated regarding the Association Conference – refer to 
your latest copy of Air Mail for that information. However, I should mention one particular 
issue of considerable importance to all members of the Association, namely that the 
resolution relating to One Member One Vote (OMOV) (and its numerous additional 
resolutions) failed to gain the necessary support from the Delegates present at the 
conference. However, you should be aware that the resolution attracted slightly more ‘For’ 
than ‘Against’ votes, but as this particular piece of legislative change required a 2/3 rd vote 



in favour as, if passed, it would have meant changes to the Royal Charter. An additional 
outcome from this resolution was that a ‘Special Emergency Resolution’ was drafted and 
agreed during the conference that required The Association Council to examine how those 
current and future members of the Association presently disenfranchised (predominately 
the ‘serving’ members of the 
Association and those who are enrolled on Area or HQ Lists) can have a way of exercising a 
vote on future elections and resolutions. My personal feeling is that this is a sensible way 
ahead, particularly in respect of the Service personnel who now represent the largest single 
group of members in the Association, for whom we must take action if we are to retain 
them for the future. 
 
Most of the European Area Annual Conference was spent going through the process for 
electing Air Marshal Sir Graham Stacey as our new Area President, Air Marshal Philip Sturley 
as a new Area Life Vice President and the new members of the Area Council. You already 
knew that it was my intention to stand-down from the role of Area Chairman at the Area 
Conference following 8 consecutive years in that post; it was time for someone else.  
 
However, I remain a member of the Area Council as I was elected by my fellow Councillors 
to serve a period of 3 years as an Area Vice President. I also retain my appointment on the 
Association Branch and Membership Committee. The Area Council election was complicated 
as there were fewer nominations than actual appointments to be filled. Consequently, there 
was no requirement for a formal election to be held and the following were appointed to 
the Area Council following an internal election/decision made by the Area Councillors: 
 
Area President – Air Marshal Sir Graham Stacey – appointed by acclamation 
Area Vice President – Bob Hunt 
Area Vice President – Malcolm Mason 
Area Chairman - Brian Darke 
Area Vice Chairman – Mick O’Connell 
Area Elected Member - Peter McWilliams 
Area Elected Member - Peter Clarke 
Area Elected Member – Chris Goss 
Area Representative to Council – Andrew Neal 
 
A new Area Service Vice President has been identified (to replace Sir Graham in the role), 
but details will not be released until the Air Cdre concerned actually arrives in his 
appointment. The last one we identified PVR’d before actually arriving. 
 
Reading through your copy of Air Mail you will have noticed reference to the Welfare 
Review being conducted by the Association. Whilst the examination of our organisation and 
services in the UK has been completed and the report already in draft, the working party has 
now turned its attention to how the Association organises its structure and services beyond 
the UK borders. This will be difficult work as few in HQ appreciate the complexity involved in 
providing welfare services in all the ‘foreign’ countries involved. However, to help the 
working party come to grips with this task our own Hon Welfare Officer, Maggie Dennis has 
been appointed to the working party in order to provide an ‘overseas’ perspective to its 
investigations – good luck Maggie! 



The Branch has seen business as usual throughout the spring and early summer with a 
number of well-supported activities that included our highly enjoyable Branch Anniversary 
Dinner at the Montevideo Restaurant in Benitachell and another successful Flying Day at 
Muchamiel Airfield. August will provide us all with a well-deserved break and give us the 
chance to recharge our batteries for the coming autumn.  
 
This year will be particularly busy as members of the committee will be heavily engaged in 
organising the erection of a memorial to the crew of the RAF Wellington aircraft that 
crashed on the Montgo Mountain on 5th December 1950. A memorial service is also to be 
organised. The unveiling of the memorial, to be constructed and positioned by Cameron 
Gair, and the memorial service will take place on 5th December 2019 – the anniversary date 
of the crash. Colin McNae has been busy identifying descendants/relatives of the 7 men 
who were onboard the aircraft and died in the crash and so far, many have been contacted 
and a good number have said that they would wish to attend the memorial service.  
 
To ensure that this exercise does not result in a financial burden to the Branch, it was 
decided that the memorial should be self-funding and to this end Sue McNae has organised 
a Fund-Raising Grand Quiz Night and raffle on 25th September commencing at 7 pm at the 
Inn On The Green; at present, all the tables at the Quiz Night have been booked, but there 
will be a reserve list for those who would like to attend should there be any cancellations – 
contact Sue 
 
 

Newspaper article on the Wellington Bomber crash 
 
Costa Blanca air disaster memorial 
Relatives of RAF crew to attend 
By Jack Troughton 
 
The seven RAF airmen who died when their vintage Wellington bomber flew into the 
Montgo mountain almost seven decades ago are to be honoured in a special 
ceremony. 
 
The crew of four and three airman along for a “jolly” – a free ride - all perished on the 
final leg of a journey from France to Gibraltar when the twin-engine plane – designed 
by Barnes Wallace, the famous inventor of the Dambusters’ bouncing bomb - flew 
into the mountainside on December 5, 1950, during a severe storm. 
 
And this December, 69 years later, the North Costa Blanca branch of the Royal Air 
Forces Association plans to dedicate a specially-designed memorial to the airmen, 
who are buried at North Point Cemetery on Gibraltar. 
 
More than 20 relatives of the crew are expected to travel to Spain for the ceremony; 
it will take place on the slopes of the 650m high mountain, near the site of the crash. 
Colin and Sue McNae, RAFA branch members who live in Moraira, have been hard 
at work playing detective and thanks to appeals made through local newspapers, 



social media forums, and official records, have managed to contact the families of six 
of the seven on board. 
 
Those on board the doomed Wellington Mk10 were: pilot Flight Lieutenant Leonard 
West, master navigator Warrant Officer Peter Pullar DFM; navigator Flight 
Lieutenant Robert James Baker; and wireless operator Flight Sergeant Ernest 
Hansom – all survivors of World War Two. The three Aircraftsman First Class were 
Neville Jones, Roy Ouseley and Peter Field Thorne. 
 
Sue told CBNews: “Of the seven on board, we were in touch with the families of six. 
The seventh, Robert James Baker, we have tried everything but cannot get 
anywhere – he was an only child.  
 
“And we assume the three aircraftsmen were all national servicemen; they went 
along on a ‘jolly’, as it is usually referred to in the RAF, an air experience flight.” 
 
SCHOOL 
Colin said the plane and its crew were based at RAF Shawbury in Shropshire, part of 
the Central Navigation and Control School. 
 

 
 

Neville Jones       Ernest Hansom 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“At one point we hit a brick wall; I then wrote a letter to the Shropshire Star and the 
paper printed an article and I found the guy I was looking for straight away,” said 
Colin, a former RAF pilot with the Queen’s Flight and branch vice chairman. 
Martyn Smith, who uses the forum name ‘Salop Boy’, was the grandson of Ernest 
Hansom and responded. Colin added: “From there it just snowballed.” 
 
A flight of five aircraft, a mixture of Wellingtons and Lancasters converted for 
training, left RAF Shawbury on December 3, 1950. The flight touched down at a 
French air base Istres, near Marseille, on December 4 and left the next morning for 
Gibraltar. 
 
Because of the political relationship between the UK and Franco’s Spain at the time, 
the flight was not allowed to fly over Spanish territory and it was planned to fly 
parallel to the coast. 
 
“We don’t believe they flew over Spain because of the political climate of the time,” 
said Sue. “We have no idea what height they flew of whether they were in formation.” 
Weather was notoriously difficult to forecast at the time and Colin said the lead 
aircraft found a severe thunderstorm with a severe front across the whole area which 
stretched down to Gibraltar. 
 
“I don’t know whether they flew into it but the lead aircraft ordered the others to turn 
back; I don’t know whether it was trying to turn back when it crashed,” he said. 



 
A Wellington Bomber, like the crashed aircraft 
 
SEIZE 
“In those situations, you can pick up ice very quickly, I don’t know if that is what 
happened – another problem with those engines, they were air-cooled but with oil 
going through a radiator, and it’s possible the oil inside could solidify and cause the 
engine to seize.” 
 
Colin added: “There was never an official board of inquiry into the crash because 
they could not visit the scene because of the political situation. 
“The crash happened at about 15.00 – that’s what time people in Denia recorded it; 
they heard the aircraft coming in and the bang when it hit the mountain. Basically, 
aircraft at that time were not fitted with de-icing equipment – it didn’t stand a chance 
in a big thunderstorm.” 
 
Colin said the point of impact was still visible, close to a gully and an abandoned lime 
kiln – a verse about the “wings of angels” has been freshly repainted on the walls. 
“Tucked away behind is a plastic card with a pilot’s picture on it – the family were up 
there three years ago. 
 
“At the actual spot there is a flat rock also painted with this verse; sadly, you cannot 
read it anymore but can just see the blue paint; there are also seven little piles of 
stone – mini cairns – all round the crash site. Is it where the bodies were found?” 
Cameron Gair, the branch president, has won all the necessary permissions to erect 
a memorial close to the crash site on the mountainside. 
 
A cairn of handmade red Spanish bricks will be built close to the crash site with an 
inscribed granite plaque – a second plaque will be placed at a nearby but more 
easily accessible chapel. 
 
And to help finance the project, RAFA will stage a fund-raising Quiz Night at the Inn 
on the Green on Wednesday September 27 at 7pm. For details contact Sue by email 



to suemcnae@gmail.com, or call 657 229 344 or 96 649 7159. 
 
Reproduced by kind permission of Jack Troughton 

 
Twenty questions 
 
1.Where in the US would you find a sculpture of George Washington´s head that 
measures 18 metres in height? 
2.Which TV drama featured the character Claude Jeremiah Greengrass? 
3.What Japanese word describes the art of paper folding? 
4.What was the nickname of the eldest son of King Edward III. 
5.Which two colours are most frequently confused by a person who is colour blind? 
6.The holiday island of Bali is part of which country? 
7.By what other name is a fruit bat known? 
8.What are the Christian names of the chart topping Three Tenors? 
9.Art Garfunkel´s hit song ´Bright Eyes´ featured in which film? 
10.In 1991 who escaped an assassination attempt by John Hinckley? 
11.Which TV game show was known in French as “Jeux sans frontiers”? 
12.Which planet´s moons are all named after Shakespeare characters? 
13.Which is Germany´s highest mountain? 
14.Which blood vessels allow blood to flow between arteries and veins? 
15.What type of food is Cornish Yarg? 
16.Which two US states have no border with any other US state? 
17.Who demanded the head of John the Baptist in payment for performing a dance? 
18.What is the name of the Creole rice dish that can contain chicken, ham or shrimps? 
19.In which mountain range is Yosemite National Park situated? 
20.Which country was formerly known as South West Africa? 
 
Sue McNae 
 
 

Fallas at Gandia 

Cameron and Corinne kindly invited members and friends to an escorted visit of the Fallas in 
Gandia on Monday 18 March. This has become an annual event. 

mailto:suemcnae@gmail.com


Twenty-one members and friends met up with Cameron and Corinne at 11.30 in Gandia and 
commenced a walking tour to visit the numerous Fallas giant sculptures. For those not 
familiar with what the Fallas are all about, the sculptures are called Ninots and are made of 
painted wood, paper and cardboard and some take about a year to produce. They are 
grouped as large structures and positioned at the road junctions throughout the town. They 
present in a satiric way, events that have occurred during the last year with the most popular 
ones being against the town politicians. 

 

The Ninot displays are judged and certificates awarded for the best ones. The climax comes 
on the final day when around midnight all the displays are burnt.  Must be a great night for 
the firemen! 



After our tour around and a stop for refreshments we made our way to the area where the 
daily mascleta firework show is held. It starts at 14.00. String-lined firecrackers are ignited, 
and the noise gets louder and louder and the ground literally shakes under your feet! 

Afterwards with hard of hearing we then made our way to the El Punto restaurant, where 
we had an excellent Spanish style lunch. Another excellent day and our thanks go to 
Cameron and Corinne for their organization and to Hannah for her excellent translations. 

 
Mike Greenstreet 

 
Anniversary dinner 
 
On Saturday, 22 June, 34 members and guests gathered at the Restaurant Montevideo, 
Benitachell, to commemorate the fifteenth anniversary of the formation of the Branch.  
After a very enjoyable meal ably served by the staff of the restaurant, Bob Hunt gave a brief 
recollection of the achievements of the Branch. Thanks must go to Maggie and Mike Dennis 
and to Alan Gill for the excellent arrangements. 
 
Leonard Hewitt 



 

 
 
 

Quiz night 
A Quiz night was held in the Bar Nou in Senija on Thursday, 11 April organised by Alan and Ann Gill. 
Twenty-nine members and guests attended. The winners were Carl Gill’s team, second the McNaes, 
John Snell and Jean Fisher (deducted 3 points for having an extra team member). 

Colin McNae 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Global Warming  
 
On 22nd April 2016, the Paris Agreement promulgated the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which was signed by 195 countries. The basic 
objective of this agreement was to limit global warming to not more than 1·5ºC in 2050. If 
this increase is exceeded, it will have serious consequences for life on Earth. The key to 
avoiding a disastrous increase in global warming is to reduce the amount of CO2 (carbon 
dioxide) that is released into the Earth’s atmosphere. CO2 is transparent to the sun’s high 
frequency radiation but opaque to the lower frequency infra-red radiation that is emitted by 
the warmed-up Earth’s surface. This is called the ‘greenhouse effect’ because it is analogous 
to the way the glass-panes trap the sun’s energy in a greenhouse. Consequently, an increase 
in the CO2 in the atmosphere leads to an increase in the average global temperature. Hence 
the UNFCCC requires that carbon dioxide emissions be reduced 50% by 2030 and reduced to 
zero by 2050. The amount of CO2 in the atmosphere has increased by about 50%, (from 280 
ppm to 420 ppm), since the start of the 20th century, when fossil fuels, (coal and oil), were   
adopted as the main source of energy for heating and for transport. It is no surprise that this 
increase in CO2 has produced an increase in the average global temperature of 1º C.  



 
Fortunately, the cost of the technology required to capture renewable energy, (solar-panels, 
wind-turbines and hydro-electric energy), is now competitive with fossil fuel energy costs, 
so there is every incentive to install renewable energy systems nowadays. Of course, solar 
energy is not available at night and wind energy is not available if there is no wind, so other 
energy sources are required as back-up. Electrical energy can be stored in batteries, but only 
in limited amounts. Alternatively, electric motors can drive water-pumps in order to pump 
water uphill to a lake. The raised water can subsequently be used to drive hydro-electric 
turbines when needed. 
 
Nuclear energy is well suited to supplying a country’s base-load electricity supply, and 
contrary to popular belief it is by far the safest source of energy. Large quantities of oil and 
coal are extracted from the Earth and transported to power stations, which causes many 
more accidents than the extraction, processing and transport of small quantities of uranium. 
Serious damage to an atomic power-station can lead to the dispersal of radioactive material, 
but such occurrences are few and far between. Trees and plants absorb CO2, but 
deforestation has reduced this and one third of the increase in CO2 in the atmosphere is 
due to deforestation. The oceans are absorbing more CO2 than formerly, which leads to the 
bleaching of coral reefs due to the increased level of carbonic acid in sea-water. 
 
The ice in the Arctic Ocean, Greenland and the Antarctic is melting five times faster than 25 
years ago. This has caused the sea-level to rise 20 cm. so far. If this continues, countries like 
Bangladesh, Indonesia, the Maldive Islands and Louisiana in the USA will find themselves 
increasingly underwater. 
 
Once global warming reaches 2º C, it passes the ‘tipping point’ whereby the global 
temperature increases rapidly, reaching several degrees by the year 2100. This is due to the 
loss of snow and ice cover, which reflects much of the sun’s energy back into space. 
 
Brian Flowers 
 

Flying Day 
 
On Wednesday, 17 July, a total of 27 members and guests assembled at the Muchamiel 
Airfield to support the annual flying day. There were several flights, ably piloted by Carlos – 
not all present were sufficiently willing or able to board the aircraft. 
 
Leonard Hewitt 



 

 
 

Photo by Colin McNae 
Carlos, our pilot  
Photo by Tony Edmunds 

 

Photo by John Snell 
 

Answers to 20 questions 
 
1. Mount Rushmore 2. Heartbeat 3. Origami 4. The Black Prince 5. Red and Green 
6. Indonesia 7. Flying Fox 8. Jose, Luciano and Placido 9. Watership Down 10. Ronald 
Reagan 11. I t´s a Knockout 12. Uranus 13. Zugspitze 14. Capilleries 15. Cheese 16. Alaska 
and Hawaii 17. Salome 18. Jambalaya 19. Sierra Nevada 20. Namibia 
 
Sue McNae 



Forthcoming events 

Quiz night, 25 September, Inn on the Green 
Evening meal, dtf 
Careline theatre, The Ladykillers 
Pantomime, dtf 
Christmas luncheon, 14 December, Satari’s, dtf 

 

Contact 
All articles ideally electronically and not locked, or copy protected and good quality 

photographs, which you own or have publishing rights, to the Editor: 

Leonard D Hewitt 

Email: rafancbbflyer@gmail.com  Tel: 965 973 459 

Next Deadline:  Items no later than 1 November, 2019 please 

RAFA NCB Branch:   rafa-ncb.org.uk 

 

Useful Information 

 

 

 

Police & Fire 
National Police 091 

Fire Service   095 

http://www.rafa-ncb.org.uk/


Electricity (Iberdrola) 901 202 021 

 

 

HOSPITALS 

Dénia Hospital (La Jara)   966 429 000 

Help Desk Dénia Hospital   966 429 346 

Emergencies 112 

Pedrera Hospital (Dénia)  965 579 700 

Alicante General   965 938 300 

Universitario Valencia   961 622 300 

 

Help Organisations 
Help of Dénia & Equipment   966 427 044 

Hospital de Villajoyosa   966 859 800 

Dénia Emergency Equipment    966 427 044 

 

Other Information 

Help of Dénia Interpreters   966 427 044 

British Consulate   965 216 022 

Help of Benidorm    607 387 040 

Help (Benidorm) Equipment   663 495 396 

Help of Campello & San Juan    965 638 259 

Alicante Airport    966 919 000 

Valencia Airport   961 598 500 

  

 


